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the number of high officers collected there whom a pro-
cess of selection had brought to the front. In a com-
munity such as that of India, the two strong evil ten-
dencies which I have just noticed as specially existing
there, are most effectually kept in check when the
highest appointments are held by men of high intellect
and good disposition, using the latter phrase so as to
exclude alike the pharisee and the prodigal. Whenever
the leaders of society are essentially commonplace men,
whose only claim to distinction is that they fill the situ-
ation, society degrades to a state which is almost incon-
ceivable in Europe. Everything is lost sight of except
the cunning faculty of serving the incompetent ruling
powers so as to secure good appointments from theli
hands. Then rises supreme,, an incompetent, unintel--
lectual, yet unscrupulous and overbearing element, which
has no sympathetic relationship to the great .sacrifices,
'the difficulties, and the future of our position in India;
where true gentlemanliness disappears, intellect is un-
dervalued, and genius is regarded as something like a
stray panther or tiger. It is then, that while the people
of India are treated with excessive and inexcusable
arrogance, at the same time the most necessary safe-
guards against mutiny and rebellion are carelessly ne-
glected ; and when popular commotions do appear,
they are allowed to gather head and to reach a danger-
ous height before anything like effective attempts are
made to deal with them.